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done to improve the present situation if a proportion of the
existing native court judges could be given short courses of
instruction in those aspects of law and procedure in which
improvement is most necessary. The provision of suitable
legal education is an urgent need, and until it can be met
little real progress in solving present-day problems of the
native courts can be expected.
While many of the technical problems of law and pro-
cedure may be solved by these means, there yet remains
the basic problem of securing for the law more general and
willing acceptance by the people. Commercial and indus-
trial development, and the spread of Christianity, Islam,
and modern education have weakened the tribal sanctions
by which the obedience of the mass of people was formerly
secured. Modern penal sanctions are often an unsatisfac-
tory substitute. It is difficult and sometimes impossible to
impose money penalties on people whose income is still
largely measured in other forms of wealth. Imprisonment
may inconvenience them, but it is not usually felt as a
disgrace,, and it has the compensating advantage for many
people of securing for them higher standards of food,
clothing, and accommodation than they could find out-
side the prison. But although modern sanctions are thus
often ineffective it is hard to see what could take their
place. The only remedy may well be the slow development
of a type of society in which these sanctions will be more
effective.
But, after all, most men in most societies do not observe
the law merely through fear of legal sanctions. They obey
it because they are loyal members of their society, and be-
cause they recognize the law under which they live as the
expression of what is right, just, and necessary for the well-
being of them all. It is this element of general acceptance
*vhich is so often lacking among the illiterate and semi-
iterate majority in tropical Africa at the present time. This
5 partly due to sheer ignorance of what the law is, especi-